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LETTER XXVn. 


To the Abbot 


Adrianop'e, April 1, O. S. 2717. 

OU ſee that I am very exact in 

keeping the promiſe you engaged 
me to make. I know not, however, 
whether your curioſity will be fatisfied 
with the accounts I ſhall give you, tho” 
I can aſſure you, the defire I have to 
oblige you to the utmoſt of my power, 
has made me very diligent in my inqui- 
ries, and obſervations. *Tis certain we 
have but very imperfect accounts of the 
manners and religion of theſe people. 
This part of the world being ſeldom 


viſited, but by merchants, who mind 
Vor. II. B little 


[2] 
Kute but their own sz or travellers, 
who make too ſhort a ftay to be able to 
report any thing exactly of their own 
knowledge. The Turks are too proud 
to converſe familiarly with merchants, 
who can only pick up ſome confuſed in- 
formations, which are generally falſe, 
and can give no better account of the 


ways here, than a French Refugee, 
lodging in a garret in Greek · ſtreet, could 


write of the court of England. The 
journey we have made from 
hither, comer poltbly be palſed by aay 
out of a public character. The deſert 
| woods of Servia, are the common refuge 
of thieves, who rob, fifty in a company, 
ſo that we had need of all our guards to 
ſecure us; and the villages are fo poor, 
that only force could extort from them 


neceſſary proviſicns. Indeed the Jani- 
zarics had no mercy on their poverty, 
killing 


7 


that is to be eaten belonging to the pea- 
ſants; after they have crammed themſelves 
the impudence to exact what they call 
Tarth-money, a contribution for their uſe 


141 
vernment, their religion not allowing of 
this barbarity, any more than 
does. | 


I had the advantage of lodging three 
weeks at Belg ade, with a principal 
Effendi, that is to ſay, a fcholir. This 
ſer of men are equally capable of prefer- 
ments in the law or the church; thoſe 
two ſciences being ca into one, and a 
lawyer and a prieſt bein the ſame word 
in the. Turkiſh language. They are the 
only men really conſiderable in the Em- 
pire, all the profitable employments and 
church revenues are in their hands. The 
Grand <ignior, though general heir to 
his people, never pre fumes to touch their 
lands or money, which go, in an unin- 
terrupted ſucceſſion, to their children. 
_ *Tis true, they loſe this privilege, by 
accepting a place at court, or the title 

| _ 


181 a 
of Baſſa; but there are few examples of 
ſuch fools among them. You may eaſily 


judge of the power of theſe men, who 
have engroſſed all the learning, and al- 
moſt all the wealth of the Empire. 
*Tis they that are the real authors, tho” 
the. ſoldiers are the actors, of revolu- 
tions. They depoſed the late Sultan 
Maſtaph, and their power is fo well 
| known, that tis the Emperor's intereſt 
to flatter them. 


This is a long digreſſion. I was going 
to tell you, that an intimate, daily con- 
verſation with the Effendi Achmet-beg, 
gave me an opportunity of knowing 
their religion and morals in a more par- 
ticular manner than perhaps any Chriſ- 
tian ever did. I explained to him the 
difference between the religion of Eng- 


land and Rome; and he was pleaſtd to 
B 3 hea, 
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worſhip images, or adore the Virgin 
| Afary. The ridicule of Tranſubfantia- 
Upon comparing our creeds toge- 


| ther, I am convinced that if our 


friend Dr. had free liberty of 
preaching here, it would be very eaſy to 
perſuade the generality to Chriftianity, 
whoſe notions are very little different 
from his. Mr. bien would make a 
very good Apoſtle here. I don't doubt 
but his zeal will be much fired, if you 
communicate this account to him; but 
tell him, he muſt firſt have the gift of 
tongues, before he can . poſſibly be of 
any uſe—Mahometiſm is divided into 
as many ſects as Chriſtianity, and the 
firſt inſtitution as much neglefted, and 
obſcured by interpretations. I cannot 
here forbear reflefting on the natural in- 


clination 


(i. e. the ſecret with us) Atheiſts, they 


making a jeſt of their prophet. Acbmet- 
bey id not own to. me, that he was of 
B 4 8 
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this opinion, but made no ſcruple of de- 
viating from fome part of Mahomet's 
law, by drinking wine with the ſame 
freedom we did. When I aſked him 
how he came to allow himſelf that li- 
berty ; he made anſwer, That all the 
creatures of God are good, and d-fign- 
ed for the uſe of man; however, that 


the prohibition of wine was a very wiſe 


maxim, and meant for the common 
people, being the ſource of all diforders 
amongſt them; but that the prophet 
never deſigned to confine thoſe that 
knew how to uſe it with moderation ; 
nevertheleſs, he faid, that ſcandal ought 
to be avoided, and that he never drank 
it in public. This is the general way of 
forbear drinking wine, that are able to 
afford it. He aſſured me, that if I un- 
derſtood Arabic, I ſhould be very well 


I 
pleaſed with reading the Alcoran, which 
is fo far from the nonſenſe we charpe it 


with, that tis the pureſt morality, de- 
livered in the very beſt language. I 
have fince heard impartial Chriſtians 
ſpeak of it in the ſame manner; and I 
don't doubt but that all our tranſlations 


prieſts, who would not fail to fallify it 
with the extremity of malice. No body 


of men ever were more i2norant, or 


more corrupt; yet they differ fo little 
from the Romiſh Church, that, I con- 
feſs, nothing gives me a greater abhor- 
rence of the cruelty of your clergy, than 
the barbarous perſccution of them, when- 
ever they have been their maſters, for 
no other reaſon, than their not acknow- 
ledging the Pope. The diſſenting in 
of Heretics, and Schilmatics; and 


what 
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what is worſe, the fame treatment. 1 
found at Phillippopolis, a ſect of Chrif- 


tians that call themſelves Paulines. 
They ſhew an old church where, they 
ſay, St. Paul preached, and he is their 
favourite Saint, after the fame manner 
that St. Peter is at Rome; neither do 
rence over the. reſt of the Apoſtles. 


But of all the religions I have ſeen, 
that of the Arnounts ſeems to me the 
moſt particular; they are natives of A- 
nountlich, the antient Macedonia, and 
ſtill retain the courage and hardineſs, tho 
they have loſt the name of Macedonians, 
being the beſt militia in the Turkiſh 
Empire, and the only check upon the 
Janizaries. They are foot ſoldiers; we 


had a guard of them, relieved in every 


all 


(nl 
all cloathed and armed at their own ex- 
pence, dreſſed in clean white coarſe 
cloth, carrying guns of a prodigious 


ſhoulders, as if they did not feel the 
weight of them, the Icader finging a 
fort of arude tune, not unpleaſant, and 
Mahometans, and not being ſkilled in 
controverſy, declare, that they are ut- 
terly unable to judge which religion is 
beſt; but to be certain of not entirely 
rejecting the truth, they very prudently 
follow both. They go to the moſques 
on Fridays, and to the church on Sunday, 
faying for ther excuſe, that at the day 
of judgment they are ſure of protection 
from the true prophet ; but which chat 
is, they are not able to determine in this 
world. I believe there is no other race 
4 of 
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of mankind, who have ſo modeſt an 
opinion of their oun capacity. 


Theſe are the remarks I have made, 
on the diverſity of religions I have feen- 
I don't aſk your pardon for the liberty 1 
have taken in ſpeaking of the Roman. 
know you equally condemn the 
of all churches, as much as 
you revere the ſacred wake, in which 
we both agree. | 


You will expect I ſhould fay fome- 
thing to you of the antiquities of this 
country, but there are few remains of 
antient Greece. We paſſed near the 
piece of an arch which is commonly 
called Tragar's gate, from a ſuppoſition 
that he made it to ſhut up the paſſage 
Phillippopolis. But I rather believe it 

the 
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the remains of ſome triumphal arch 
(though I could not fee any inſcription;) 
bor if that paſſage had been ſhut up, 
there are many others, that would ferve 


for the march of an army ; and not- 
withſtandĩng the ſtory of Haldtin Earl 
of Flanders, being overthrown in theſe 
ſtraits, after he won Conſtantinople, I 
don't fancy the Germans would find 
thernſelves ſtopped by them at this day. 
Tis true, the road is now made (with 
great induſtry) as commodious as pol- 
fible, for the march of the Turkiſh 
army; there is not one ditch or puddle 
between this place and Belgrade, that 
has not a large ſtrong bridge of planks 
built over it; but the precipices are not 
ſo terrible as I had heard them repre- 
ſented. At theſe mountains, we lay at 
the little village Kifkoi, wholly inhabited 


LET- 
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LETTER XXvVil 


To the Counteſs of B ——. 


Adrianofle, April 1, O. S. 1718. 


As leerer can forget the ſmalleſt 


of your ladyſhip's commands, my 


firſt buſineſs here, his been to enquire 
after the ſtuffs, you ordered me to look 
for, without being able to find what 
you would like. The difference of the 
dreſs here and at London is fo great, 
the ſame ſort of things are not proper 
for Caſtans and Manteaus. However, 


new it again at Conſtantinople, though 
I have reaſon to believe there is nothing 
finer than what is to be found here, as 
this place is at preſent the re ſidence of 
the court. The Grand Signior's eldeſt 
daughter 


I will not give over my ſearch, but re- 


a 


called a 1 1 fince 
ſhe never has lived with him ; however, 
the greateſt part of his wealth is hers. 
He had the permiſſion of viſiting her in 
the Seragho; and being one of the hand- 
ſomeſt men in the empire, bad very 
much engaged her affections. M hen 
ſhe faw this ſecond huſband, who is at 


| leaft fifty, ſhe could not forbear burſt- 


ing into tears. He is indeed a man of 


merit, and the declared favourite of the 


Sultan, (which they call A&/ayp) but 
Vor. II. C that 
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that is not enough to make him pleaſing 
in the eyes of a girl of thirteen. 


The government here is entirely in 
the hands of the army. The Grand 
Signior, with all his abſolute power, is 
as much a ſlave as any of his ſubjects, 
and trembles at a Janizary's frown. 
Here is, indeed, a much greater ap- 
pearance of ſubjection than amongſt us; 
. minifler of ſtate is not ſpoke to, but 


upon the knee; ſhould a reflection on his 


conduct be dropt in a coffee houſe, (for 
they have ſpies every where) the houſe 
would be raz'd to the ground, and per- 
haps the whole company put to the 
torture. No Euzzaing mobs, ſenſeleſs 
pampblet:, and tavers diſputes about 
Polit cis; 


A conſe- 


[19] 


A conſequential ill that freedom draws : 
A bad effect, — but from a noble cauſe. 


None of our harmleſs calling names ! 
but when a miniſter here diſpleaſe the 
people, in three hours time he is dragged 
even from his maſter's arms. They cut 
of his hands, head and feet, and throw 
them before the palace-gate, with a'l 
the reſpec in the world; while the 
Sultan (ta whom they all profeſs an un- 
limited adoration) fits trembling in his 
apartment, and dare neither defend nor 
revenge his favourite. I his is the Eff 
condition of the moſt abſolute monarch 
upon earth, who owns no Lam bur his 
Mill. 


cannot help withing, in the loyalty 
of my heart, that the Parliament would 
fend hither a fhip loid of your paſſive- 
"2 8 ovcd.ent 
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trary government in its cleareſt ſtrongeſt 
light, where tis hard to judge, whether 
the Prince, People, or Miniſters, are 
molt miſerable. I could make many 
refleftions on this ſubject; but I know, 
Madam, your {own good ſenſe, has al- 


ready furniſhed you with better than I 


am capable of. 


I went yeſterday along with the French 
Ambaffadreſs to ſee the Grand Signior 
in his paſſage to the Moſque. He was 
preceded by a numerous guard of Ja- 
nizaries, with vaſt white feathers on their 
heads, as alſo by the Spabis and Boftan- 
gees, (theſe are foot and horſe guards) 
and the Royal Gardeners, which are a 
in different habits of fine lively colours, 
io that, at a diſtance, they appeared 


FE 2. 0 
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kke a parterre of tulips. After them the 


Aga of the Janizaries, in a robe of pur- 
ple velvet, lined with filver tiffue, his 
horſe led by two flaves richly dreſſed. 


Next him the Kyz/ier-4ve, (your lady- 


ſhip knows, this is the chief guardian of 
the Seraglio Ladies) in a deep yellow 
cloth (which fuited very well to his 
black face) lined with fables. Laſt came 
his Szblimity himſelf, arrayed in green, 
lined with the fur of a black Muſcovite 
fox, which is ſuppoſed worth a thou- 
ſand pounds fterling, and mounted on a 
capariſoned were led after him ; and two 


of his principal courtiers bore, one his 
gold, and the other his filver coffee- 


pot, on a ſtaff; another carried a filver 
ſtool on his head, for him to fit on.— 
It would be too tedious to tell your lady- 

C3 ſhip, 
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ſhip, the various dreſſes and turbants 
by which their rank is diftinguiſhed ; 
but they were all extremely rich and 
gay, to the number of ſome thouſands ; 
o that perhaps there cannot be ſeen a 
appeared to us a handſome man of about 
forty, with ſomething, however, ſevere 
in his countenance, and his eyes very 
full and black. He happened to ſtop 
under the window where we ſtood, and 
(I fuppoſe being told who we were) 
looked upon us very attentively, fo that 
we had full leiſure to confider him. The 
French Ambaſſadreſs agreed with me as 
to his good micn. I fee that lady very 
often; ſhe is young, and her converſa- 
tion would be a great relief to me, if I 
could perſuade her to live without thoſe 
forms and ceremonies that make life for- 
mal and tireſome. But ſhe is fo de- 

3 | * 
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lighted with her guards, her four and 


twenty footmen, gentlemen-uſhers, &c. 
a viſit without them; not to reckon a 
coachful of attending damfſels yclep'd 
maids of honour. What vexes me is, 
that as long as ſhe will viſit me with a 


wane with hor the edder dy if 6nd 
the town, in an open gilt chariot, with 


by our guards, who might have fum- 
moned the people to fee what they had 
never ſeen, nor ever perhaps would fee 
again, two young Chriſtian Ambaſſa- 
dreſſes at the fame time. Your ladyſhip 
may eaſily imagine, we drew a vaſt 
_croud of ſpectators, but all filent as 
death. If any of them had taken the 

-"""S libertics 
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ſiberties of our mobs upon any ſtrange 
fight, our Jamzaries had made no ſcruple 
of falling on them with their ſcymitars, 
without danger for ſo doing, being above 
law. Theſe people however (I mean the 
Janizaries) have ſome good qualities; 
they ſerve, and Jook upon it as their bu- 
fineſs to fight for you on all occaſions. Of 
this I had a very pleaſant inftance in 3 
village on this fide Phillippopolis, where 
we were met by our domeſtic guards. I 
happened to beſpeak pigeons for ſupper, 
upon which one of my Janizaries went 
immediately to the Cadi (the chief civil 
officer of the town and ordered him to 
fend in ſome dozens. The poor man 
anſwered, that he had already ſent about, 
but could get none. My Jan zary, in 

the height of his zeal for my ſervice, 


„ 
his 
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ingly he came very gravely to me, to 
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his room, telling him he deſerved death 
for his impudence, in offering to excuſe 
his not obeying my command ; bur, 
out of reſpect to me, he would not 
puniſh him but by my order. Accord- 


aſk what ſhould be done to him; adding, 
by way of compliment, that if | pleated. 
he would bring me his head. —This 
may give you ſome idea of the unlimited 
power of theſe fellows, who are all 
ſworn brothers, and bound to revenge 
the injuries done to one another, whether 
at Cairo, Aleppo, or any part of the 
world. This inviolable leagne makes 
them fo powerful, that the gre.teſt man 
at court never ſpeaks to t em, but in a 
flattering tane; and in Afia, any man 
that is rich, is forced to enroll himſelf a 
Janizary to ſecure his eſtate. But I 
have * ſaid enough, and 1 dare 


ſwt ar, 
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ſwear, dear Madam, that, by this 
time, tis a very comfortable reflectiom 
to you, that there is no poſlibility of 
your receiving ſuch a tedious letter but 
once in fix months; *tis that confidera- 
tion has given me the aſſurance of enter 
taining you fo long, and will, I hope, 
plead the excuſe of, dear Madam, 


Yours, &c. 


LET. 
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de very freſh and ſweet here. Pray let 
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LETTER XXKIX. 


To the Counteſs of. 


Adrianople, April 1, O. S. 1717. 
WISH to God, dear ſiſter, that 
you were as regular in letting me 
know what paſſes on your fide of the 
globe, as I am careful in endeavouring 
to amuſe you by the account of all I fee 
here, that I think worth your notice. 
You content yourſelf with telling me 
ever and over, that the town is very 
dull: ic may, poſſibly, be dull to you, 
when every day does not preſent you 
with fomething new; but for me, that 
am in arrear, at leaſt two months news, 
all that ſeems very ſtale with you, would 


me into more particulars, and I will try 


[ 281 
to awaken your gratitude, by giving 
you a full and true relation of the novel- 
ties of this place, none of which would 


furprize you more than a fight of my 


perſon, as I am now in my Turkiſh 
habit, though I believe you would be of 
my opinion, that tis admirably becom- 
ing. l intend to ſend you my picture; 
in the mean time accept of it here. 


The firſt part of my dreſs is a pair of 
drawers, very full, that reach to my 
 modeſily than your petticoats. They 
are of a thin roſe coloured damaſk, bro- 
caded with filver flowers. My ſhoes are 
of white kid leather, embroidered with 
gold. Over this hangs my ſmock, of a 
fine white ſilk gauze, edged with em- 
broidery. This ſmock has wide fleeves, 
hanging half- way down the arm, and is 


cloſed 
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cloſed at the neck with a diamond but- 
ton; but the ſhape and colour of the 
boſom is very well to be diſtinguiſhed 
through i._—T he Antery is a waiſt- 
coat, made cloſe to the ſhape, of white 


fringe, and ſhould have diamond or 
pearl buttons. My Caftan, of the fame 
ſtuff with my drawers, is a robe exactly 
Over this is the girdle, of about four 
fingers broad, which, all that can afford 
it, have entirely of diamonds or other 
precious ſtones ; thoſe, who will not be 
at that expence, have it of exquiſite 
embroidery on fattin ; but it muſt be 
faſtened before with a claſp of dia- 
monds. —— The Curdie is a looſe robe 
they throw off, or put on, according to 

the 
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the weather, being of a rich brocade (mine 


is green and gold) either lined with | 


ermine or ſables; the ſiccves reach very 
little below the ſhoulders. The head- 
dreſs is compoſed of a cap, called Tal- 
pack, which is, in winter, of fine velvet 

embroidered with pearis or diamonds, 
and, in ſummer, of a light ſhining filver 
fluff. This is fixed on one fide of the 
head, hanging a little way down with a 
a circle of diamonds (as I have ſeen feve- 
ral) or a rich embroidered handkerchief. 
On the other ſide of the head, the hair 
zs laid flat; and here the ladies are at 
liberty to ſhow their fancies; ſome put- 
ting flowers, others a plume of heron's 
feathers, and, in ſhort, what they 
. pleaſe; but the moſt general faſhion is, 
a large Bougret of jewels, made like na- 
tural flo xers, that is, the dt of pearl; 
the 


[31] 
the roſes of different coloured rubies 3 
the jeſſamines of diamonds ; the jonguils 
of topazes, &c. fo well ſet and enamet- 
led, tis hard to imagine any thing of 
that kind fo beautiful. The hair hangs 
at its full length behind, divided into 
treſſes braided with pearl or ribbon, 
which is always in great quantity. 1 
never ſaw in my life, ſo many fine heads 
of hair. In one lady's I have counted 
2 hundred and ten of the treſſes, all 
natural; but it muſt be owned, that 
every kind of beauty is more common 
here than with us. *Tis ſurpriſing to ſee 
a young woman that is not very hand- 
ſome. Thy hav analy Ge 2 
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many beauties as are under our protee · 


eye brows, and both Greeks and Turks 
| have the cuſtom of putting round their 
| eyes a black tinCture, that, at diſtance, 
or by candle light, adds very much to 
the blackneſs of them. I fancy many of 
our ladies would be overjoyed to know 
this ſecret; but tis too viſible by day. 
They dye their nails a roſe-colour ; but 
I own, I cannot enough accuſtom my- 
felf to this faſhion, to find any beauty 
in it. 


2, „„ | 
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As to their morality or good condu&t, | 


{ can fay, like Harlequin, that tis juſt 
as *tis with you ; and the Turkiſh ladies 
don't commit one fin the lefs for not 
being Chriſtians. Now that I am a lit- 
tle acquainted with their ways, I cannot 

diſcretion, 
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lous huſband to know his wife, when he 1 
meets her, and no man dare touch or 
follow a woman in the ſtreet. 


This perpetual maſquerade gives them 
enti:e liberty of following their inclina- 
tions without danger of diſcovery. The 
meſt uſual method of int: ĩgue is, to ferd 
an appointment to the lover to meet the 
lady at a Jews ſhov, which are as noto- 
riouſly convenient as our Indian-houſes ; 
and yet, even thoſe who don't make uſe 
ef them, do not fcruple to go to buy 
perny-werths, and tumble over rich 
gocds, which are chieſly to be found 
amongſt that ſort of people. The great 
ladies feldom let their gallants know who 
they are; and *tis ſo difficult to find it 
out, that they can very ſeldom gueſs at 
her name, whom they have correſpond- 
ed with for above half a year together. 
You 


le 
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You may eaſily imagine the number of 
faithful wives very ſmall in a country 
where they have nothing to fear from a 
lover's indilcretion, ſince we fee ſo many 
have the courage to cxpoſe themſelves to 
that in this world, and all the threatned 
puniſhment of the next, which is never 
preached to the Turkiſh damfels. Nei- 


ther have they much to appreherd 


from the reſentment of their huſbands ; 
thoſe laclies that are rich, having all 
their money in their own hands. Upoa 
the whole, I look upon the Turkiſh 
women, as the only free people in the 
Empire; the ver; Divan pays a reſpect 
to them, nd the Grand Signior him- 
feif, when a Zefa is executed, never 
violates the privileges of the Haram, (or 
womens apartment) which remains un- 
ſearched and cntire to the widow. They 
are Queens of their ſlaves, whom the 

D 2 huſband 
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huſband has no permiſſion ſo much as 
to Icok upon, except it be an old woman 
or two that his lady chuſes. Tis true, 
their law permits them four wives, but 
there is no inftance of a man of quality 


that makes uſe of this liberty, or of a 
woman of rank that would ſuffer it. 
When a hufband happens to be incon- 
ſtant (as thoſe things will happen) he 
keeps his miſtreſs in a houle apart, and 
viſits her as privately as he can, juſt as 
"tis with you. Amongſt all the great 
men here, I only know the Tefterdar 
(i. e. Treaſurer) that keeps a number of 
ſhe-ſlaves, for his own uſe, (that is, on 
his own fide of the houſe, for a ſlave 
once given to ſerve a lady, is entirely 


at her difpoſal) and he is ſpoke of as a 
libertine, or what we ſhould call a rake; 
and his wife won't ſee him, though ſhe 
continues to hve in his houſe, Thus 

= 
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you ſee, dear filter, the manners of 


mankind do not differ fo wi.!ely, as our 
voyage writers would make us beheve. 
Perhaps, it would be more entertaining 
to add a few furprizing cuſtoms of my 
own invention; but nothing ſeems to 
me ſo agreeable as truth, and I believe 
nothing ſo acceptable to you. | con- 
truth of my being, 


Dear Siſter, &c. 


D 3 LE T- 
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LETTER XXX. 


= 


To Mr. Po pe. 


Aarienopic, April 1, O. S. 


DARE fay you expect, at lea, 

ſomething very new in this letter, 
after I have ::one a journey, not vnder- 
taken, b ay Chriſtian, for {me hun- 
dred years. The mult remarkable ac - 
cident that ha, pencd to me, was my be- 
ing ver! near over-turned into the He- 
brus; and it bad much regard for 
the glories that one's name enjoys after 
death, I thould certainly be forry for 
having miſſed the romantic concluſion 
of tu imming down the fame river in 
which the muſical head of Orphers re- 
peated verſes, ſo many ages ſince: 


8 « Caput 


e 


2 ⁵—˖ — — p 
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* Caput @ cer vice revul um, 
« Gurgite cum medio, purians C. ahi, Flebrus 
&« [/lveret, Eur idicen vox ipſa, et ig ia lugua. 
4% Ah! miſcram Euridicen anima fugiente 
& wocabet, 
« Euriicen #1ta referibant flumine ripe.” 


Whoknows but ſome of your bright wits, 
might have found it a ſubject affording 
many poetical turns, and have told the 
world, in an heroic Elegy, that, 


A equa! were our forls, fo en were ou fates. 


I deſpair of ever hearing ſo many fine 
things ſaid of me, as ſo extraordinary a 
death would have given occaſion for. 


I am at this preſent moment writing 
in a houſe ſituated on the ban!:s of the 
Hebrus, which runs under my chamber 


window. My garden is full of tall 
D 4 cypreſs 
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cypreſs trees, upon the branches of 
which, ſeveral couple of true turtles are 
faying foft things to one another from 
morning till night. How naturally do 
borghs and vous come into my at 
this minute? And mult not you con- 
feſs, to my praiſe, that tis more than 
an ordinary diſcretion, that can reſiſt 
the wicked ſuggeſtions of poetry, in a 
place where truth, for once, furniſhes 
all the ideas of paſtoral. The ſummer is 
already far advanced, in this part of the 
world; and for ſome mi'es round Adria- 
nople, the whole ground is laid out in 
gardens, and the banks of the rivers 
are ſet with rows of fruit trees, under 


which all the moſt conſiderable Turks 


with walking, that is not one of their 
_ pleaſures; but a ſet party of them chooſe 
out a green ſpot, where the ſhade is 

thick, 
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thick, and there they ſpread a carpet, on 
which they fit drinking their coffee, and 
are generally attended by fome ſlave wich 
a fine voice, or that plaꝝs on ſome inf ru- 
ment. Every twenty paces you may fe 
one of theſe little companies, liſtening 
to the dafhing of the liver; and this 
taſte is fo univerſa', that the very gar- 
deners are not without it. I have often 
ſeen them and their children fitting on 
the banks of the river, ard playing 
on a rural inftrument, perfectly anfwer- 
ing the deſcription of the ancient 
Fiftula, being compoſed oi unequal reeds, 
with a ſimple but agrceabie ſoftneſs in 
the ſound. 


Mr. Addiſen might here make the 
experiment he ſpeaks of in his travels; 
there not being one inſtrument of mulic | 


7 _ among 
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among the Greek or Roman Status, 
that is not to be found in the hands of 


the people of ti;zs country. The young 


lads generally divert tiemfeives with 
making garlands for tlicir favourite 
lambs, which I have often f.en painted 
and adorned with flowers, lying at their 
feet, while they ſung or played. It is 
not that they ever read Romane cs. But 
theſe are the anci nt amuſcments here, 
and as natural to them as cudgel-play ing 
and foot-ball to our Britiſh ſwains; the 
ſoftneſs and warmth of the climate for - 
bidding all ;ough exerciſes, which were 
never ſo much as heard of amongſt 
them, and naturally inſpiring a lazineſs 
and averſion to labour, which the great 
plenty inJulzes. Theſe gardeners are 


the only happy race of country people in 


Turkey. They furniſh all the city with 
fruits 


| 
| 
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fruits and herbs, and feem to live very 

eaſily. They are moſt of them Greeks, 

anc] have little houſes in the midſt of 
their gardens, where their wives and 

daughters take a liberty, not permitted 

in the town, I mean to go unveiled. 

Theſe wenckes are very neat and hand - 

ſome, and paſs their time at their looms 

under the ſhade of the trecs. 


I no longer look upon Thererit»s as a 
romantic writer; he has only given a 
plain image of the way of lie amongſt 
the peaſants of his country; who, before 
oppreſſion had reduced them to want, 
| were, I ſuppoſe, all employed as the 
better fort of them are now. I don't 
doubt, had he been born a Briton, but 
his Iaylliums had been filled with deicrip- 
tions of thraſhing and churniag, both 
which are unknown here, the corn being 
all 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
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all trod out by oxen; and butter (1 | 


ſpeak it with forrow) unheard of. 


I read over your Homer here, with an 
infinite pleaſure, and find ſeveral little 
paſſages explaincd, that 1 did not before 
entirely comprehend the beauty of : 
Many of the cuitoms, and much of the 
dreſs then in faſhion, being yet retained, 
J don't wonder to find more remains 
here, of an age fo diſtant, than is to be 


found in any other country, the Turks 


themſelves more polite. It would be too 
tedious to you to point out all the paſ- 
fages that relate to preſent cuſtoms. But 
I can affure you, that the Princeſſes and | 
great ladies paſs their time at their looms, } 
embroidering veils and robes, ſurrounded | 

by | 
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by their maids, which are always very 
numerous, in the fame manner as we 


find Ardromache and Helen deſcribed. 
The deſcription of the belt of Merelans, 
worn by the great men, faſtened before 
with broad golden claſps, and embroi- 
ſnowy veil, that Helen throws over her 
face, is ſtill faſhionable; and I never 
fee half a dozen of old Baſhaws (as I do 


very often) with their reverend beards, 


fitting baſking in the fun, but 
his counſellors. Their manner of 
dancing is certainly the fame that Diane 
is /ang to have danced on the banks of 
Euroias. The great lady ſtill leads the 
dance, and is followed by a troop of 
young girls, who imitate her ſteps, 
and, if ſhe ſings, a. * 


[ 46 ] 


The tunes are extremely gay and lively, 
yet with ſomething in them wonderfully 
foft. The iteps are varied according to 
the pleaſure of her that leads the dance, 
but always in exact time, and infinitely 
more agrecable than any of our dances, 
at leaſt in my opinion. I fometimes 
mate one in the train, but am rot ſkil- 
ful enough to lad ; theſe ate the Gre- 
cian dances, the Turkiſh being very 


I ſhould have told you, in the firſt 
place, that the Faſtern manners give a 
great light into many Scripture-paſſages, 
that appear odd to us, their phraſes be- 
ing commonly what we ſnould call Scrip- 
ture language. The vulgar Turk is 
very different from what is ſpoke at 
court, or amongſt the people of figure; 
who always mix fo much Arabic and 

Perſian 


. 
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Perian in their diſcourſe, that it may 
very well be called another language. 
And 'tis as ridiculous to make uſe of the 
expreſſions commonly uſ. d, in fpeaking 
to a great man or lady, as it would be to 
ſpeak broad Torxſhire, or Somerſetſtire, 
in the drawing room. eſides this di- 
ſtinction, they dave what they call, the 
ſablime, that is, a ſtlle proper for poetry, 
and which is the exact Scripture ſtile. I 
belicve you vn be pleaſid to fee a ge- 
nuine example of this; and I am very 
glad I have it it powcr to ſatisfy your 
curioſity, by ſending you a faithful copy 
of the veri.s that Lrebin Boſſa, the 
reigning favourite, has made for the 
young Priaceis, his contracted wife, 
whom he is not yet permitted to viſit 
without witneſſes, though ſrc is gone 
home to bis houſe. He is a man of wit 
and learning; and whether or no he is 

capable 


TJ 

capable of writing good verſe, you may 
be fore that, on ſuch an occaſion, he 
would not want the aſſiſtance of the beſt | 
poets in the Empire. Thus the verſes 
may be looked upon as a fample of their 
fineſt poetry, and I don't doubt you'il be 
of my mind, that it is moſt wonderfully 
reſembling the Song of Salomon, which 
was alſo addreſſed to a Royal Bride. 


Turxrsn Vrrsts addreſſed to the S::/- 
tana, eldeſt daughter of SuLTax 
Acnnucr III. 


STANZA L 
Ver. HE Nightingale now ecanders in the vines; 
bs Her faſſiau is to ſeek roſes. 


2. T went ducun to admire the beauty of the wines ; 
T he freeetnefs of your charms has rauiſbed my ſoul, 


3+ Tour eyes ave black and huely, 
But wil and d dai ul as thoſe of a flag ; 
STANZA 


[49] 


STANZA I. 


The wiſhed poſſeſſion is delayed from day to day, 


The cruel Sultan AcumET wall nt permit me 
To fee thoſe cheeks, more wermiltien than rofes. 


1 dare mt fuatch one of your kiſſes, 


The ſweetneſs of your charms has raviſb d my 


foul. 


3 ati 
But wild and diſdainful as thre of a flag. 


STANZA HL 
The wretched Inx An M fighs in theſe verſes, 


One dart from your eyes has pierc'd thro” my 
heart. 


4b! when will the hour of poſſeſſion arrive ? 
Mt I yet wait a ling time? 
The 8 1 of yeur charms has rauiſbed my 


Ab ! Sultana! flag>eyd—an angel amongſt 


anels ! 
I defire,—and, my defire remains unſati fied. 
Can you tate d:light to prey upon my heart ? 


Vor. IL E STANZA 
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STANZA IV. 
t. My cries pierce the heavens! 


My eyes are without fleep ? 
Turn to me, Sul TARA - me gaze on thy beauty. 


| 2 Adien——l go down to the grave. 
My heart in bot as fulpbur ;—figh and it will 


3. Crown of my life, fair light of my ge: 
Sur rana! my Princeſs / 
1 rub my face againſt the earth ;—I am deu 
in ſcalding tears I rave ! 


Have you no compaſſion ? will you not turn to 


look upon me. 


D 
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| mov be cxmoncly fine whidihoms, whes, 
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the inevitable faults of a proſe tranſlation 
into 2 language fo very different) there 
is a good deal of beauty in them. The 
epithet of fag-ecy*'d (though the found is 
not very agreeable in Engliſh) pleaſes 
me extremely ; and I think it a very 
lively image of the fire and indifference 
in his miſtreſs's eyes. Monſieur 
Boilean has very juſtly obſerved, that 
we are never to judge of the elevation of 
an expreſſion in an antient author, by 
the ſound it carries with us; fince it 


at the ſame time, it appears low or un- 
couth to us. Tou are fo well acquainted 
with Homer, you cannot but have ob- 
ſerved the fame thing, and you muſt 
have the ſame indulgence for all oriental 


poetry. The repetitions at the end of 
the two firſt Stanza's are meant for a 


fort of Chorus, and are agrecable to the 


* 
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antient manner of writing, The muſic | 


of the verſes apparently changes in the! 
third Stanza, where the burden is 


A __: 
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poetry, to fee how it 


ſtile of Engliſh 

would look. 
STANZA TL 

* OW Philomel renews her tender ſtrain, 

Indalging all the night her pleafing 

pain ; 

*I ſought the groves to hear the wanton fing, 

« There faw a face, more beauteous than the 
ſpriog, 


« Your large flags-eyes where thouſand glories 


Ah! cruel Sur ran! who delay'ſ my joys! 


« While piercing charms transfix my amorous 
I dare not ſnatch one kiſs, to eaſe the ſmart. 
« 'Thoſe eyes like, &c. 


E 3 STANZA 
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STANZA I. 
« Your wretched lover in theſe lines complains ; 
From thoſe dear beauties riſe his killing pains, 


When will the hour of wiſhed-for bliſs arrive? 
« Muſt I wait longer Can I wait and live ? 

„ bright Sultana ! Maid divinely fair! 

Cn you, unpitying, ſec the pains I bear? 


STANZA Iv. 
The Heavens relenting hear my piercing crie-, 
Ibach the light, and flcep forſakes my eyes, 
« 'Turn thee, Sultana, ere thy lover dies; 


Sinking to earth, I figh the laſt adieu, 
* Call me, my Goddefs, and my life renew. 


* My Queen! my Angel! my fond heart's deſire. 
« I xave—my boſom burns with heavenly fire ! 
** Pity that paſſion, which thy charms inſpire. 


] have taken the liberty in the ſecond 
verſe, of following what I fuppoſe the 
true ſenſe of the author, 


though not 
literally 
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literally expreſſed. By bis ſaying be went 
down to admire the beauty of the Vines, 
and ber charms ravifhed bis foul: I un 
derſtand a poetical fiction, of having 
firſt ſeen her in a garden, where he was 
admiring the beauty of the ſpring. But 
I could not forbear retaining the compa- 
riſon of her eyes with thoſe of a ſtag, 
though perhaps the novelty of it may 
give it a burleſque ſound in our language. 
I cannot determine, upon the whole, 
how well I have ſucceeded in the tranſla- 
tion, neither do I think our Engliſh 
proper to expreſs ſuch violence of paſſion, 
which is very ſeldom felt amongſt us. 
We want, alſo, thoſe compound words 
which are very frequent and ftrong in the 
Turkiſh language. 


You ſee I am pretty far gone in Orien- 
tal learning, and to fay truth, I ſtudy 
Ss very 


1561 
very hard. I wiſh my ſtudies may give 
me an occaſion of entertaining your 
curiofity, which will be the utmoſt ad- 


vantage hoped for from them, by, 
Yours, &c. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXI. 


To Mrs. S. C. 


Adrianople, April 2, O. S. 

3 my opinion, dear S. I ought 
rather to quarrel with you, for not 
anfwering my Nimeguen letter of Au- 
guſt, till December, than to excuſe my 
not writing again till now. 1 am fore 
for filence, having gone ſuch tireſome 
land-journies, though I don't find the 
concluſion of them fo bad as you feem to 
imagine. I am very eaſy here, and not 
in the folitude you fancy me. The 
great number of Greeks, French, Eng- 
liſh and Italians, that are under our pro- 
tection, make their court to me from 
morning till night; and PII aſſure you, 
are, 


| [58] | 
are, many of them, very fine ladies ; 
for there is no poſſibility for a Chriſtian 
to live cafily under this government, 


but by the protection of an Ambaſſador 
Land the richer they are, the greater is 
their danger. 
Thoſe dreadful ſtories you have heard 
of the Plague, have very little foundation 
in truth. I own, I have much ado 
to reconcile myſelf to the found of a 
terrible ideas; though I am convinced 
there is lictle more in it, than in a fever. 
As a proof of this, let me tell you, 
that we paſſed through two or three 
towns moſt violently infected. In the 
very next houſe where we lay, (in one of 
thoſe places) two perſons died of it. 
Luckily for me, I was fo well received, 


I was 


that I knew nothing of the matter ; and | 


1591 
vas made believe, that our ſecond 
cook had only a great coli. However, 
we left our doctor to take care of him, 
and yeſterday they both arrived hcre in 
good health ; and | am now let into the 
ſecret, that he has had the Plague. 
There are many that eſcape it, neither is 
the air ever infected. I am perſuaded 
that it would be as eaſy a matter to root 
it out here, as out of Italy and France ; . 
but it does fo little miſchief, they are 
not very folicitous about it, and are con- 


A propds of diſtempers, I am going to 
tell you a thing, that wili make you wiſh 
yourſelf here. The ſinall- pam, fo fatal, 
and fo general amongſt us, is here en- 
tirely harmleſs, by the invention of en- 

a grafting, 
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grafting, which is the term they give 
it. There is a ſet of old women, who 
make it their buſineſs to perform the 
operation, every autumn, in the month 
of September, when the great heat is 
abated. People fend ro one another to 
know if any of their family has a 
mind to have the ſmall-pox; they 
make parties for this purpoſe, and 
when they are met (commonly fiſteen 
or ſixteen together] the old woman 
comes with a nut -ſnell full of the 
matter of the beſt fort of ſma'l-pox, and 
aſks what veins you pleaſe to have 
open'd. She immediately rips open 
that you offer to her, with a large 
needle (which gives you no more 
pain than a common ſcratch) and 
puts into the vein, as much matter 
as can lie upon the head of her needle, 
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with a hollow bit of ſhell, and in this 
manner opens four or five veins. The 
Grecians have commonly the ſuperſti- 
tion of opening one in the middle of ghe 
forehead, one in each arm, and one on 
the breaſt, ro mark the ſign of the croſs; 
but this has a very ill effect, all theſe 
wounds leaving little ſcars, and is not 
done by thoſe that are not ſuperſtitious, 
who chuſe to have them in the legs, or 
that parc of the arm that is concealed. 
The children or young patients play to- 
gether all the reſt of the day, and are in 
perfect health to the eightz. Then the 
fever begins to ſeize them, and they 
keep their beds two days, very ſeldom 
three. They have very rarely above 
twenty or thirty in their faces, which 
never mark, and in eight days time they 
are as well as before their illneſs. Where 
they are wounded, there remains running 
ſores 
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ſores during the diftemper, which I don't 
doubt is a great relief ta it. Every year 
the French Ambaſſador fays pleaſantly, 
that they take the ſmall pox here by way 
of diverſion, as they take the waters in 
other countries. There is no example 
of any one that has died in it, and you 
may believe I am well fatisfied of the 
ſafety of this experiment, fince I intend 
to try it on my dear little fon. I am pa- 
trior enough to take pains to bring this 
uſeful invention into faſhion in England, 
and I ſhould not fail to write to ſome of 
our Doctors very particularly about it, if I 
knew any one of them that I thought had 
virtue enough to deſtroy ſuch a confider- 
able branch of their revenue, for the 
good of mankind. But that diftem- 
per is too beneficial to them, not to ex- 
poſe to all their reſentment, the hardy 
wight 
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wight that ſhould undertake to put an 
end to it. Perhaps, if I live toreturn, 
I may, however, have courage to war 
with them. Upon this occaſion, admire 
the heroiſm in the heart of, 


Your friend, &c. &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXII. 


To Mrs. T. 


Adrianople, April x, O. S. 1718. 
CAN now tell dear Mrs. T—, 


that I am fafely arrived at the end f 


my very long journey. I will not tire 
you with the account of the many fa- 
tigues I have ſuffered. You would ra- 
ther be informed of the ſtrange things 
that are to be ſcen here; and a letter out 
of Turkey, that has nothing extraordi- 
nary in it, would be as great a diſap- 
pointment as my viſitors will receive at 
London, if I return thither without any 
rarities to ſhew them. What ſhall I 
tell you of? Tou never faw camels 


in your life ; and perhaps the deicrip- 
tion of them will appear new to you ; I 


C1 - 
can aſſure you, the firſt ſight of them 
was fo to me; and though I have ſeen 
mmm of God Rs 5 
enough to gjve a true idea of them. 1 


in a firing, led by an afs, on which the 


Vor. II. 


F 
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driver rides. I have feen three hundred 
in one caravan. They carry the third 
part more than any horſe ; but tis a par- 
ticular art to load them, becauſe of the 
bunch on their backs. They feem to 
me very ugly creatures, their heads be- 
ing ill formed and diſproportioned to 
| their bodies. They carry all the bur- 


dens; and the beaſts deſtincd to the | 


- you, I never rid a horſe ſo much at my 


[67] 
of ornament. Horks are not put here 
to any laborious work, nor are they at 
all fit for ir. They are beautiful and full 
of ſpirit, but generally little, and not 
ſtrong, as the breed of colder countries ; 
very gentle, however, with all their vi- 
| vacity, and alſo ſwift and fure-footed. 
I have a little white favourite, that I 
| would not part with on any terms; he 
prances under me with ſo much fire, you 
would think that I had a great deal of 
courage to dare mount him; yet I'll aſſure 


command, in my life. My fide-faddle 
is the firſt that was ever ſeen in this part 
of the world, and is gazed at with as 
much wonder, as the ſhip of Columbus 
in the firſt diſcovery of America. Here 
are ſome little birds, held in a fort of 
religious reverence, and for that reaſon 
232 Turtles, on the 


F 2 account 
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account of their innocence ; and Stcrchs, 
becauſe they are ſuppoſed to make every 
winter the pilgrimage to Mecca. To 
ſay truth, they are the happieſt ſubjects 
under the Turkiſh government, and are 
fo ſenſible of their privileges, that they 
walk the ſtreets without fear, and gene- 
rally build in the low parts of houſes. 
Happy are thoſe whoſe houſes are fo 
diſtinguiſhed, as the vulgar Turks are 
perfectly perſuaded, that they will not 
be, that year, attacked either by fire or 
peſtilence. I have the happineſs of one 
of their ſacred neſts under my chamber- 
window. | EE 


Now I am talking of my chamber, 1 
remember the deſcription of the houſes 
here will be as new to you, as any of 
the birds or beaſts. I ſuppoſe you have 
read in moſt of our accounts of T 


that 


| 
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that iheir houſes are the moſt miſerable 


pieces of building in the world. I can 
ſpeak very learnedly on that ſubject, 
having been in ſo many of them; and I 
aſſure you, tis no fuch thing, We are 
now lodged in a palace, belonging to the 
Grand Signior- I really think the man- 
ner of building here very agreeable, and 
proper for the country. *Tis true, they 
are not, at all, folicitous to beautify the 
generally built of wood, which, I own, 


is the cauſe of many inconveniencies ; 


this is not to be charged on the ill taſte 
of the people, but on the oppreſſion of 
the government. Every houſe at the 
death of its maſter, is at the Grand 
Signior”s diſpoſal, Side ao mm 
cares to make a great expence, which he 
is not fure his family will be the better 
for. All their deſign is to build a houſe 
25 F 3 com- 
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lives ; and they are very indifferent if it 


great and ſmall, is divided into two di- 
ſtinct parts, which only join together by 
a narrow paſſage. The firſt houſe has a 
large court before it, and open galleries 
all round it, which is, to me, a thing 
very agreeable. This gallery leads to 
all the chambers, which are commonly 
large, and with two rows of windows, 
the firſt being of painted glaſs ; they 
ſeldom build above two ftories, each 
are broad, and not often above thirty 
ſteps. This is the houſe belonging to 
the lord, and the adjoining one is called 
the Haram, that is, the ladies apartment, 
(for the name of Seraglio is peculiar to 
the Grand Signior) it has alſo a gallery 
running round it towards the garden, to 

which 


(71) 
which all the windows are turned, and 
the fame number of chambers as the 
other, but more gay and fplendid, both 
in painting and furniture. The ſecond 
row of windows are very low, with 
grates like thoſe of convents, the rooms 
are all ſpread with Perſian carpets, and 
raiſed at one end of them (my chambers 
are raiſed at both ends) about two foot. 
This is the Sopha, which is laid with a 
richer fort of carpet, and all round it a 
fort of couch raiſed half a foot, covered 
with rich ſilk, according to the fancy or 
magnificence of the 'owner. Mine is of 
the wall, two rows of cuſhions, the firft 


very large, and the next little ones; and 


here the Turks diſplay their greateſt 
magnificence. T hey are generally bro- 
cade, or embroidery of gold wire upon 

F 4 white 
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white fattin—Nothing can look more 
gay and ſplendid. — — Theſe feats are 
alſo ſo convenient and eafy, that I be- 
| Heve | ſhall never endure chairs as long 
as I live. The rooms are low, which 
I think no fault, and the ceiling is al- 
ways of wood, generally inlaid or paint- 
ed with flowers. They open in many 
cabinets, I think more conveniently than 
arches to ſet pots of perfume, or baſkets 
of flowers. But what pleaſes me beſt, 
is the faſhion of having marble fountains 
in the lower part of the room, which 
throw up ſeveral ſpouts of water, giving, 
at the ſame time, an agreeable coolneſs, 
and a pleaſant daſhing found, falling 
from one baſon to another. Some of 
has a bagnio, which conſiſts generally in 


A» 
two or three little rooms leaded on the 
cocks of water, and all conveniences 
for either hot or cold baths. = 


You will perhaps be furprized at an 
account fo different from what you have 
been entertained with by the common 
voyage-writers, who are very fond of 
ſpeaking of what they don't know. It 
muſt be under a very particular charac- 
ter, or on ſome extraordinary occaſion, 
that a Chriſtian is admitid into the 
houſe of a man of quality, and their 
fide, which makes no great appearance; 
and the womens apartments are always 
built backward, removed from fight, 
and have no other proſpect than the 
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LETTER XXXIIL 


To the Counteſs of 


Adrianople, April 18, O. S. 
WROTE to you, dear ſiſter, and 
to all my other Engliſh correſpon- 

dents, by the laft ſhip, and only Hea- 
ven can tell, when I ſhall have another 
opportunity of ſending to you; but I 
cannot forbear to write again, though 
perhaps my letter may lye upon my 
hands this two months. To confeſs 
the truth, my head is fo full of my en- 
tertainment yeſterday, that tis abfolute- 
ly neceſſary, for my ownrepoſe, to give 
it fome vent. Without farther preface 
1 will then begin my tory. 


I ww 
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] was invited to dine with the Grand 
Nair lady, and it was with a great 
deal of pleafure I prepared myſelf for an 
given to any Chriſtian. I thought, I 
ſhould very little fatisfy her curioſity, 
(which I did not doubt was a conſider- 
able motive to the inviration) by going 
ina dreſs the was uſed to fee, and there- 
fore dreſſed myſelf in the court habit of 
Vienna, which is much more magnifi- 
cent than ours. However, I choſe to 
go incegnito, to avoid any diſputes about 
ceremony, and went in a Turkiſh coach, 
only attended by my woman, that held 
up my train, and the Greek lady, who 


was my interpretreſs. I was met, at the 
court-door, by her black Eunuch, who 
helped me out of the coach with. great 
reſpet, and conducted me through 

| ſeveral 
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ſeveral rooms, where her ſhe-ſlaves, 
finely dreſſed, were ranged on each fide. 
In the innermoſt, I found the lady fir- 
ting on her ſofa, in a fable veſt. She 
advanced to meet me, and preſented me 
half a dozen of her friends, with great 
civility. She ſeemed a very good 
woman, near fifty years old. I was fur- 
prized to obſerve fo little magnificence in 
her houſe, the furniture being all very 
moderate; and, except the habits and 
number of her ſlaves, nothing about her 
appeared expenſive. She gueſſed at my 
thoughts, and told me, ſhe was no 
longer of an age to ſpend either her time 
or money in ſuperfluities ; that her whole 
expence was in charity, and her whole 
employment praying to God. There 
both ſhe and her huſband are entirely 
given up to devotion. He never looks 
upon 


224 kind of civility, till dinner 
came in, which was ſerved, one diſh at 
2 time, to a vaſt number, all finely 
dreſſed after their manner, which I don't 
think ſo bad as you have perhaps heard 
it repreſented. I am a very good judge 


in the houſe of an Effendi at Belgrade, 


who gave us very magnificent dinners, 
dreſſed by his own cooks. The firſt 


| week they pleaſed me extremely ; bur, 


I 'own, I then begun to grow weary of 


of their eating. having lived three weeks | 


(8 ] 
their table, and defired our own cook 
might add a diſh or two after our man- 
ner. But I attribute this to cuſtom, and 
am very much inclined to believe that an 
Indian, who had never taſted of either, 
would prefer their cookery to ours. 
Their fauces are very high, all the roaſt 
very much done. They uſe a great deal 
of very rich ſpice. The ſoop is ſerved 
for the laſt diſh; and they have, at 
| laſt, as great a variety of ragouts, as 
we have. I was very ſorry I could not eat 
of as many as the good lady would have 
had me, who was very earneſt in ſerving 
me of every thing. The treat conclud- 
ed with coffee and perfumes, which is a 
high mark of reſpect; two ſlaves kneel- 
| ing cenſed my hair, chem hand- 
ase 
which they did with their guitars in their 

Vo. II. G bands, 
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a and ſhe excuſed to me their want 
of ſkill, faying ſhe took no care to ac- 
compliſh them in that art. 


I returned her thanks, and ſoon after 
took my leave. I was conducted back 
in the ſame manner I entered, and would 

have gone ſtrait to my own houſe, but 
the Greek lady, with me, earneſtly fol- 
licited me to viſit the Kabya's lady, fay- 
ing, he was the ſecond officer in the 
Empire, and ought indeed to be lcoked 
upon as the firſt, the Grand Vizier hav- 
ing only the name, while he exerciſed the 
authority. I had found fo little diver- 
fon in the Vizier's Haram, that I had 
2998 Dot her 
extremely lad, J was ſo complaſant. 
All things here were with quite another 
air than at the Grand Vizicr's; and the 
8 very 


ficent. I was met at the door by two 
long gallery, between two ranks of 
feet, all dreſſed in fine light damaſks, 
brocaded with filver. 1 was forry that 
decency did not permit me to ſtop to 
confider them nearer. But that thought 
was loſt upon my entrance into a large 
room, or rather pavilion, built round 
with gilded ſaſhes, which were moſt of 
them thrown up, and the trees planted 
near them gave an agreeable ſhade, 
which hindered the Sun from being 
ſuckles that twiſted round their trunks, 
ſhed a ſoft perfume, increaſed by a white 

G 2 marble 


jewels. But they were hardly ſeen near 
the fair Fatima, (for that is her name) 
ſo much her beauty effaced every thing I 
have ſeen, nay, all that has been called 
lovely either in Engl ind or Germany. I 
muſt own, that I never ſaw any thing ſo 
eJoriouſly beautiful, nor can I recollect 
a face that would have been taken notice 
; of 


4 
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of near her's. She ftood up to receive 
putting her hand to her heart with a 
ſweetneſs full of majeſty, that no court 
breeding could ever give. She ordered 
to place me in the corner, which is the 
place of honour. I confeſs, though the 
Greek lady had before given me a great 
opinion of her beauty, I was fo ſtruck 


reſult of the whole ! That exact propor- 
tion of body! That lovely bloom of 


[86] 


blue! every turn of her face diſcovering 
ſome new grace. 


fir ar ne on 


endeavoured, by nicely examining her 


face, to find out ſome imperfection, 
without any fruit of my ſrarch, but my 
being clearly convinced of the error of 
that vulgar notion, that a face exactiy 
would not be agreeable ; nature having 
done for her, with more fucceſs, what 
Apelles is faid to have eſſayed by a col- 
Jeftion of the moſt exact features to 
form a perfect face. Add to all this, a 
behaviour ſo full of grace and ſweetneſs, 


ſuch eaſy motions with an air ſo majeſtic, 


yet fiee from ſtiffneſs or affectation, that 


1 am perſuaded, could the be fuddenly 
tranſported upon the moſt polite throne 
of 


— 0 , 
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of Europe, no body would think her 
other than born and bred to be a Queen, 
though educated in a country we call 
barbarous. To fay all in a word, our 


She was dreſſed in a Caſtan of gold 
brocade, flowered with filver, very well 
fitted to her ſhape, and ſhewing to ad- 
vantage the beauty of her boſom, only 
ſhaded by the thin gauze of her ſhift. 
Her drawers were pale pink, her waiſt- 
coat green and filver, her flippers white 
latin finely embroidered ; her lovely 


arms adorned with bracelets of diamonds, 


and her broad girdle fet round with 
diamonds; upon her head a rich 
Turkiſh handkerchief of pink and filver, 
great length, in various treſſes, and on 
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one fide of her head ſome bodkins of 
jewels. I am afraid you will accuſe me 
of extravagance in this deſcription. 1 
think I have read ſome where, that 
gine why they ſhould not be allowed to 
do fo. I rather think it a virtue to be 


think, has a much better claim to our 
praiſe. For my part, I am not aſhamed 
to own, I took more pleaſure in look 
ing on the beauteous Fatima, than the 
| fineſt piece of ſculpture could have given 
me. She told me the two girls at her 


1 
peared too young to be their motler 
Her fair maids were ranged belov- 
Sofa to the number of twenty. Aa: 
put me in mind of the pictures ef 
antient nymphs. I did not think all na- 
ture could have furniſhed fuch a ſccne 
of beauty. She made them a ficn t 
play and dance. Four of them imme 
diately begun to play ſome ſoſt air: on 
inſtruments, between a lute and a guitar, 
winch they accompanied with ici: 
voices, while the others danced by tur::s. 
This dance was very different from W 
J had feen before. Nothing could |: 
more artful, or more proper to riitc 
certain ideas. The tunes fo ſoft —— 
The motions fo languiſhing !——4Aa-- 
companied with pauſes and dying e 


ty 


half-falling back, and then recovering 
themſelves in fo artful a manner, that 


rig... 


LI 


boied upon them without thinking 
of fome:bing nit to be ſpike of. 
——] ſuppoſe you may have read that 
the Turks have no muſic, but what 
is ſhocking to the ears; bur this account 
is from thoſe who never heard any bat 
what is played in the ſtreets, and is juſt 
as reaſonable, as if a foreigner ſhould 
the Balder and ffring, or the mar-w- 
bones and clezvers. I can affure you, that 
the mulic is extremely pathetic ; tis 
true, I am inclined to prefer the Italian, 
| bur perhaps I am partial. I am ac- 
quainted with a Greek lady, who fings 
better than Mrs. Robinſon, and is very 
well killed in both, who gives the 
preference to the Turkiſh. *Tis cer- 
tucte were very agreeable. When the 

dance 
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dance was over, four fair flaves came 
into the room, with ftlver cenfors in 
amber, aloes-wood, and other ſcents. 
After this, they ſerved me coffee upon 
their knees, in the fineſt japan china, 
with /ozcoups of filver gilt. The lovely 
Fatima entertained me, all this while, 
in the molt polite agreeable manner, 
calling me often Uz2/!e Sallan um, or the 
Beautiful Sultana, and defiring my 
friendſhip with the beſt grace in the 
world, lamenting that ſhe could not en- 
tertain me in my own language. 


When I took my leave, two maids 
brought in a fine filver baſket of embroi- 
dered handkerchiefs; ſhe beg'd I would 
wear the richeſt for her fake, and gave 
the others to my woman and interpreteſs. 


as 
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as before, and could not help thinking, 
I had been ſome time in Mahomet's pa- 


radiſe, fo much I was charmed with 
what I had feen. I know not how the 
relation of it appears to you. I wiſh it 
may give you part of my pleaſure; for I 
would have my dear ſiſter ſhare in all the 
diverſion of, 


Yours, &c, &c. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
To the Abbot — —. 


Adrianople, May 17, O. S. 
AM poing to leave Adrianople, and 
& I would not do it, without giving 
you ſome account of all that is curious in 
it, which I have taken a great deal of 
pains to fee. I will not trouble you 
with wiſe differtations, whether or no this 
is the ſame city, that was antiently called 
Oreſteſit or Oreſte, which you know bet - 
ter than I do. It is now called from 
the Emperor, Adrian, and was the firſt 
European frat of the Turkiſh Empire, 
and has bern the favourite refidence of 
many Sultans. Manon the fourth, 
and Musrarna, the brother of the 


_ r: igning F mperor, were fo fond of it, 


that 
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that they wholly abandoned Conſtanti- 
nople, which humour fo far exaſperated 
the Janizaries, that it was a conſiderable 
motive to the rebellions that depoſed 
them. Yet this man ſeems to love to 


keep his court here. I can give you no 
reaſon for this partiality. "Tis true, the 
fituation is fine, and the country all 
round very beautiful; but the air is ex- 
tremely bad, and the Seraglio itſelf, is 
not free from the ill effect of it. The 
town is faid to be eight miles in compaſs, 
I ſuppoſe they reckon in the gardens. 
There are ſome good houſes in it, I 
mean, large ones; for the architecture 
of their palaces never makes any great 
thew. It is now very full of people; 
bur they are, moſt of them, ſuch as 
follow the court, or camp, and when 
they are removed, I am told 'tis no po- 
pulous city. The river Maritza (an- 
| tiently 
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tiently the Hebrus) on which it is ſituated, 
is dried up every ſummer, which contriĩ · 
butes very much to make it unwhole- 
ſome. It is now a very pl-afant ſtream. 
There are two noble bridges built over 
it. I had the curioſity to go to ſee the 
Exchange in my Turkith drels, which is 
diſguiſe ſufficient. Yet I own, I was 
not very eaſy when I ſaw it crowded with 
Janizaries; but they dare not be rude to 
a woman, and made way for me with 
as much reſpect, as if I had been in my 
own figure. It is half a mile in length, 
the roof arched, and kept extremely ncat. 
It holds three hundred and ſixty- ſive 
ſhops, furniſhed with all forts of rich 
goods, expoſed to ſale in the farze man- 
ner as at the New Exchange in London. 
But the pavement is kept much n-ater, 
and the ſhops are all fo clean, they ſeem 
juſt new painted. -— Idle people 


of all 
{orts 
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ſorts walk here for their diverſion, or 
ame themſclves with drinking coffce, 
or ſherbet, which is cried about as 
0ra!12c5 and ſweet · meats are in our play- 
houtcs. I obſerved moſt of the rich 
trade ſmen were Jews. That people are 
in incredible power in this country. 
They have many privileges above all the 
natural Turks themſelves, and have 
formed a very confiderable common- 
wealtli here, being judged by their own 
hws. They have drawn the whole trade 
by the firm union amongſt themſelves, 
and partly by the idle temper and want 
of induſtry in the Turks. Every Baſſa 
has his Jew, who is his homme daf - 
faires; he is let into all his ſecrets, 
and does all his buſineſs. No bargain is 
made, no bribe reccived, no merchan- 


diſe diſpoſed of, but what paſſes through 
their 


1971 

the ſtewards, and the interpreters of all 
the great men. You may judge how 
advantageous this is to a people who 
never fail to make uſe of the ſmalleſt ad- 
vantages. They have found the ſecret 
of making themſelves ſo neceſſary, that 
they are certain of the protection of the 
court, whatever miniſtry is in power. 
Even the Engliſh, French, and Italian 
merchants, who are ſenſible of their ar- 
tifices, are, however, forced to truſt 


their affairs to their negotiation, nothing 
of trade being managed without them, 
and the meaneft amongſt them being too 
important to be diſobliged, fince the 
whole body take care of his intereſts with 
as much vigour as they would thoſe of 
the moſt conſiderable of their members. 
They are many of them vaſtly rich, but 
they take care to make little public ſhew 

Vor. II. H of 


in length, full of ſhops of all kind of 
fine merchandiſe, but exceſſive dear, no- 
thing being made here. It is covered on 
the top with boards to keep out the rain, 
that merchants may meet conveniently 
in all weathers. The Befiter near it, is 
another exchange, built upon pillars, 
where all forts of horſe furniture is fold. 
embroidery and jewels; it makes a very 
agrecable ſhew. From this place I went, 
in my Turkiſh coach, to the camp, 
which is to move in a few days to the 
frontiers. The Sultan is already gone to 
his tents, and all his court ; the appear- 
: * 


1991 
ance of them is, indeed, very magniſi- 
cent. Thoſe of the great men are rather 
like palaces than tents, taking up a great 
compaſs of ground, and being divided 
into a vaſt nu.nber of apartments. They 
are all of green, and the Beſſa's of three 
Tails, have thoſe enſigns of their power, 
placed in a very conſpicuous manner be- 
fore their tents, which are adorned, on 
the top, with gilded balls, more or lefs, 
according to their different · ranks. The 
ladies go in coaches to ſce the camp, as 
eagerly as ours did to that of Hid:- 
Park; but tis very eaſy to obſerve, 
that the ſoldiers do not begin the cam- 
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upon this occafi-n, to make a preſent 
according to their ab. l. ty. 


I took the pains of riſing at fix in the 
morning to ſee the ceremony, which did 
Grand Signior was at the Seraglio win- 
dow, to fee the proceſſion, which paſſed 
through the principal ſtreets. It was 
preceded by an Efendi, mounted on a 
the Aoran, finely bound, laid upon a 
cuſhion. OE OE 


ral reapers with garlands of ears of corn, 
as Ceres is pictured, with ſcythes in their 
hands ſeeming to mow. Then a little 
machine drawn by oxen, in which was a 
wind- 
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wind- mill, and boys employed in grind- 
ing corn, followed by another machine 
drawn by buffalo's carry ing an oven, 
and two more boys, one employed in 
kneading the bread, and another in draw- 
ing it out of the oven. theſe boys 
threw little cakes on both fides amongſt 
the crowd, and were followed by the 
whole company of bakers, marching on 
foot, two by two, in their beſt cloaths, 
with cakes, loaves, paſties, and pies of all 
forts on their heads, and after them two 
buffoons, or jack-puddings, with their 
tures. In the fame manner followed all 
the companies of trade in the Empire ; 
the nobler fort, ſuch as jewcllers, mer- 
cers, &c. finely mounted, and many of 


[ 102 ] 
that of the Furriers made one of the beſt 


figures, b.ing a very large machine fer 
round with the ſkins of ermins, foxes, 
&c. fo well ſtuffed, that the animals 
ſeemed to be alive, and followed by muſic 
and dancers. I believe they were, upon 
the whole, twenty thouſand men, all ready 
to follow his Highneſs if he commanded 
them. The rear was cloſed by the 
volunteers, who came to beg the honour 
of dying in his fervice. This part of 
the ſhew ſeemed to me fo barbarous, 
that I removed from the window upon 
the firſt appearance of it. They were all 
naked to the middle. Some had their 
ſticking ia them. Others had them 
ſticking in their heads, the blood trick- 
the blood ſpring out upon thoſe that 

ſtood 
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ſtood there; and this is looked upon as 
an expreſſion of their zral for glory. 1 
am told, that fome make uſe of it to ad- 
vance their love; and when they are 
near the window, where their miſtreſs 
ſtands (all the women in town being 
veiled to fee this ſpectacle) they ſtick 
another arrow for her fake, who gives 
{ome fign of approbation and encourage- 
ment to this gallantry. The whole ſhew 
laſted for near eight hours, to my great 
ſorrow, who was heartily tired, though 
I was in the houſe of the widow of the 
Captain Baſſe (Admiral) who refreſhed 
me with coffee, ſweatmeats, ſherbet, 
&c. with all poſſible civiity. 


1 went two days after, to ke the 
Moſque of Sultan Selim I. which is a 
building very well worth the curioſity of 
a traveller. I was dreſſed in my Turkiſh 

Hu4 habit, 
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though I believe they gueſſed who | was 
by the extreme officioufnefs of the door- 
keeper, to ſew me every part of it. It 
is ſituated very advantageouſly in the 
midſt of the city, and in the higheſt 
part of it, making a very noble ſhew. 
mardle pillars of the Ionic order, finely 
poliſhed, and of very lively colours ; the 
whole pavement is of white marble, and 
the roof of the cloiſters divided into 
| ſeveral cy; ola's or domes, headed with 


Si balls on the top. In the midſt of 
each court are fine fountains of white 
marble ; and before the great gate of the 
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| come. I underſtand fo little of archi- 
tecture, I dare nor pretend to ſpeak of 
the proportiens. It fermed to be very 
regular; this I am ſure of it is vaſtly 
high, and I thought it the nobleſt bu.1d- 
ing 1 ever faw. It has two rows of 
mardle gall: ries on pillars, with marble 
baluſtres; the pavement is alſo marble 
covered with Perſian carpets. In my 
| opinion, it is a great addition to its 
| beauty, that it is not divided into pews, 
and encumbered with forms and benches 
like our churches; nor the pillars (which 
are moſt of them red and white marble) 
and pictures, that give Roman Catholic 
churches, the air of toy-ſhops. The 
walls ſeemed to me inlaid, with fuch-ve- 
ry lively colours, in ſmall flowers, that I 
could not imagine what ftones had been 
made uſe of. But going nearer, I] faw 
| they 
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which has a very beautiful effect. In 
the midſt hung a vaſt lamp of filver 
gilt; beſides which, 1 do verily believe, 
there was at leaſt two thouſand of a leſſer 
fize. This muſt look very glorious 
when they are all lighteJ ; but being at 
night, no women are ſuffered to enter. 
Under the large lamp is a great pulpit 
of carved wood gik, and juſt by, 2 
fountain to waſh, which you know is an 
part of their devotion. In one 


it two ſilver gilt candleſticks, the height 


of a man, and in them white wax 


outſide of the Moſque is adorned with 


= 


candles, as thick as a man's waiſt. The i 


| 


| | Derviſes at their prayers here. They are 
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towers vaſtly high, gilt on the top, from 
whence the Imaums call the people to 
prayers. I had the curioſty to go up 
one of them, which is contrived fo art- 
fully, as to give ſurprize to all that fee 
it. There is but one door, which leads 
 tothreedifferent ſtair-caſes, going to the 
three different ſtories of the tower, ia 
| fuch a manner, that three prieſts may 
each other ; a contrivance very much ad- 
| mixed. Behind the Moſque, is an Ex- 
change full of ſhops, where poor arti- 
ficers are lodged gratis. I faw feveral 


' dreſſed in a plain piece of woollen, with 
their arms bare, and a woollen cap on 
their heads, like a high crowned hat 
without brims. I went to ſee ſome other 

| per, but not comparable, in point of 


I tell you nothing of the order of Mr. | 
W—— entry, and his audience. Theſe 
things are always the fame, and have 
been fo often deſcribed, I won't trouble 
Prince, about eleven years old, fits near | 


his father, when he gives audience ; he is 
2 handſome boy, but, probably, will not | 
immediately ſucceed the Sultan, there | 
being two ſons of Sultan MuSTAPHA. 
(bis eldeſt brocher) r:maining z the te 


* 
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about twenty years ld, on whom the 


3 * 
das been bloody and avaritious. 12 
: apt to believe they are very impatient co 
A Your, be. be. 


p. S. 1 will write to you again from 
Conſtantinople. | 
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LETTER XXXV. 


Conſtantinople, May 29, O. S. 


HAVE had the advantage of 


very fine weather all my journey, 
and as the ſummer is now in its beauty, 


I enjoy d the pleaſure of fine proſpects; 


and the meadows being full of all forts 


of garden flowers, and ſweet herbs, my 


berlin perfumed the air as it preſſed them. 
The Grand Signior furniſhed us with 
' thirty covered waggons for our baggage, 
and five coaches of the country for my 


women. We found the road full of the 
great Spabis and their equipages coming 


out of Aſia to the war. They always 
travel with tents; but I choſe to lie in 
' houſes all the way. I will not trouble 


rr af FF. aq 
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you with the names of the villages we 


paſſed, in which there was nothing re- - 
markable, but at Ciorlci, where there 
was a Conack, or little Seragiio, built for 
the uſe of the Grand Signior, when he 
goes this road. I had the curioſity to 
view all the apartments deſtined for the 
hdies of his court. They were in the 
midſt of a thick grove of trees, made 
freſh by fountains ; but I was moſt ſur- 
prized to fee the walls almoſt covered 
with little diſtichs of Turkiſh verſe, 
writ with penci's. I made my interpre- 
ter explain them to me, and I found 


ſeveral of them very well turned; tho 
I eafily believed him, thr they had lo} 
much of their beauty in the tran- 
flation. One was literally thus in 
Engliſh : 


1112 


r come into iÞ's warld ; we lodge and we 
degart; 
He never goes, that's ldg d within my heart. 


The reſt of our journey was through fine 
painted meadows, by the fide of the fea 
of Marmara, the antient Propontis. 
We lay the next night at Se[zvrea, an- 
tiently a noble town. It is now a good 
ſea port, and neatly built enough, and 
has a bridge of thirty-ewo arches. Here 
5 a famous antient Greek church. I had 
given one of my coaches to a Greek 
lady, wi.o defired the conveniency of 
travelling with me; ſhe. deſigned to pay | 
her devotions, and 1 was glad of the 
opportunity of going with her. 1 found | 
it an ill built edifice, fer out with the 
fame fort of ornaments, but lefs rich, as 
the Roman Catholic churches. They 
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ſhewed me a faint's body, 
threw a piece of money; and a picture 
of the Virgin Mary, drawn by the hand 
of St. Luxe, very little to the credit of 
his painting; but, however, the fineſt 
Madona of Italy, is not more famous 
for her miracles. The Greeks have a 
monſtrous taſte in their pictures, which, 
for more finery, are always drawn upon 
a gold ground. You may imagine what 
a good air this has; but they have no 
notion either of ſhade or proportion. 
They have a biſkop here, who officiat- 
ed in his purple robe, and fent me. a 
candle almoſt as big as myſelf for a pre- 
fent, when I was at my lodging. We 
lay that night at a town called Bujat 
Cekmege, or Great Bridge; and the night 
following, at Kajukt Cekmege, or Little 
Bridge, in a very pleaſant lodging, for- 
merly a monaſtery of Derviſes, having 

* 2 before 


— 


FFK 
the moſt agreeable I have ſeen; and 
ſhews, that monks of all religions know 
how to chuſe their retirements. Tia 
now belonging to a Hagia, or School - 
maſter, who teaches boys here. I aſked 
him to-ſhew me his own apartment, and 
was furprized to ſee him point to a tall 
cypreſs tree in the garden, on the top of 
which was a place for a bed for himſelf, 
and a little lower, one for his wife and 
two children, who flept there every 
night. I was fo much diverted with the 
fancy, I refolved to examine his neſt 


nearer; but after going up fifty fleps, 
I found 1 had flill fifiy to go up, 


and then I muſt climb from branch to 
„ with ſome hazard of my neck. | 
I thought 
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thought it therefore the beſt way to 
come down again. 


We arrived the next day at Conſt an- 
tinople ; but I can yet tell you very little 
of it, all my time having being taken up 
with receiving viſits, which are, at leaſt, 
a very good entertainment to the eyes, 
the young women being all beauties, 
and their beauty highly improved by the 
high taſte of their dreſs. Our palace is 
in Pera, which is no more a ſuburb of 
Conſtantinople, than Weltminſter is a 
fuburb to London. All the Ambaſſa- 
dors are lodged very near each other. 
One part of our houſe ſhews us the 
Port, the City, and the Seraglio, and 
the diſtant hills of Afia, perhaps, all to- 
_ gether, the moſt beautiful proſpect in 
the world. 


I 2 A certaia 
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A certain French author fays, Can. 
ftantinople is twice as big as Paris. Mr. 
W——y is unwilling to own tis bigger 
than London, though I confeſs it ap- 
pears to me to be fo; but I don't be- 
than the whole city. Tis furprizing 
what a vaſt deal of land is loft this way 
in Turkey. Sometimes I have ſeen 
ing to very inconſiderable villages, 
which were formerly great towns, and 
retain no other mark of their antient 
grandeur, than this difmal one. On yo 


occaſion do they ever remove a ſtone 


that ſerves for a monument. Some of 
them are coſtly enough, being of very 
fine marble. They ſet up a pillar with a 
carved turbant on the top of it, to the 
memory of a man ; and as the turbants, 


by 


* 
* 1 
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wan free the qua- 
lity or profeſſion, *tis in a manner put- 
ting up the arms of the deceaſed. Be- 
ſides, the pillar commonly bears an in- 
ſcription in gold letters. The ladies 
have a ſimple pillar, without other orna- 
ment, except thoſe that die unmarried, 
who have a rofe on the top of their mo- 


When 1 ſpoke of their religion, 1 for- 
ö 


of which I had read of, but it ſeemed fo 
odd to me, I could not believe it; yet 
tis certainly true; that when a man has 
divorced his wife, in the moſt folemn 
| I 3 manner, 


LO > 
manner, he can take her again upon no 
other terms, than another 
man to pals a night with ber; and 


there are ſome examples of thoſe, 
who have ſubmitted to this law, rather 


than not have back their beloved. The 
other point of doctrine is very extraordi- 
nary. Any woman that dies unmarried, 
zs looked upon to die ia a ftate of repro- 
bation. To confirm this belief, they 
reaſon, that the end of the creation of 
woman, is to encreaſe and multiply, 
and that ſhe is only properly employed 
is bringing forth children, or taking 
that God expects from her. And in- 
deed, their way of life, which ſhuts them 
out of all public commerce, does not 
. 
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notion, that they don't own women to 


have any fouls, is a miſtake. "Tis true 
they fay, they are not of fo elevated a 
kind, and therefore muſt not hope to be 
the men, who are to be entertained by 
celeſtial beauties. But there is a place of 

_ happineſs deſtined for fouls of the inferior 
border, where all good women are to 
be in eternal bliſs. Many of them are 
widows ten days, for fear of dying in 
| the reprobate ſtate of a uſclefs creature. 
Ager and are 


which teaches nothing to be more ac- 
cxptable to God, than a vow of perpe- 
I 4 tual 
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tual virginity : which divinity is moſt 
rational, I leave you to determine. 


I eve «dint made fave n 


a collection of Greek medals. Here are 


ſeveral proſeſſed antiquaries, who are 
ready to ferve any body that defires 
they ſtare in my face, when I enquire 
about them, as if no body was permitted 
to ſeek after medals, till they were 
grown a piete of antiquity themſelves. 


the Macedonian Kings, particularly one 
of Prxszus, fo lively, I fancy I can fee 


all his ill qualities in his face. I have a 
| Porphyry head finely cut, of the true 
Greek ſculpture; but who it repreſents, 


is to be gueſſed at by the learned when I 
return. For you are not to ſuppoſe theſe 


I have got ſome very valuable ones of 


had 


. 
* 
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; (who are all Greeks) know 


. aries 
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— 
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wil paſs 


famous city. When I have looked 
this 


| f Fa 
me again, I am, 


Yours, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XXXVL 
| . 


To Mr. Pope. 
Belgrade-Village, June 13, 0.8. 


received two or three of my letters, 
I had yours but yeſterday, though dated 
the third of February, in which you 


ſuppoſe me to be dead and buried. 1 


have already let you know that I am till 
alive; but to fay truth, I look upon 
my preſent circumſtances to be exactly 
the fame with thoſe of departed fpirits. 
The heats of Conſtantinople have driven 
me to this place, which perfeftly an- 


ing chiefly of fruit trees, watered by a 
vaſt number of fountains, famous for 


the 


HOPE, before this time, you have | 


ſwers the deſcription of the Elyſian fields. 
I am in the middle of a wood, conſiſt- 


— —— — —_ 
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| the excellency of their water, and di- 


ſhort graſs, that ſeems to me artificial; 
but, I am affured, is the pure work of 
nature—within view of the Black-ſea, 
refreſhment of cool breezes, that make 


us inſenſible of the heat of the ſummer. 


The village is only inhabited by the 
every night at a fountain, forty paces 
from my houſe, to fing and dance. The 
beauty and dreſs of the women, exactly 
reſemble the ideas of the antient nymphs, 
as they are given us by the repreſenta- 
tions of the poets and painters. But 
what perſuades me more fully of my de- 
ceaſe, is the ſituation of my own mind, 
the profound iznorance I am in, of what 
paſſes among the living (which only 
comes to me by chance) and the great 


11261] 


calmneſs with which I receive it. Let! 


have ſtill a hankering after my friends 
left in the world, ac- 


and acquaintances 
* 


abe author, 


Which no body can deny. 


ſtance. I think Virgil is of the fame 


ſtill be ſome remains of human paſſions : 
—— Cure non ipſæ in morte relinquunt. 


And *tis very neceſſary to make a per- 
ect Elyſium, that there ſhould be a 
river Leibe, which I am not fo happy 
as to find. To fay truth, I am fome- 
times very weary of the finging and danc- 

ng, 


4 


' OF which filma wund I am = dad in- 


df muſic, is a better way of diſpoſing of 
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ing, and ſunſhine, and wih for the 


ſmoke and impertinencies in which you 
toil though I endeavour to perfuade 
myſelf that I live in a more agreeable 
variety than you do; and that Monday, 
ſetting of partridges ; Tusſdy, reading 
Engliſh; Weareſdoy, ſtudying in the 
Turkiſh language, (in which, by the 
way, I am already very learned ;) Tharf- 
day, claſſical authors; Friday, ſpent in 
writing ; Saturday, at my needle, and 


the week, than, Monday at the drawing- 
room; Tueſday, Lady Mohun's ; ed. 
neſday, at the opera; Thar/day, the play; 
Friday, Mrs. Chetwynd's, &c. a perpe- 
tual round of hearing the fame ſcandal, 
and ſceing the fame follies ated over 
and over, which here aſſect me no more 
than they Co other dead people. I can 

now 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
To the Lady — —. 


Belgrade Village, June 17, O. S. 
HEARTILY beg your lady- 
ſhip's pardon ; but I really could not 
forbear laughing heartily at your lerer, 
and the commiſſions you are pleaſed to 
honour me with. You defire me to buy 
you a Greek ſlave, who is to be miſtreſs 
of a thouſand good qualities. The 
_ Greeks are ſubje#s and not flav:s. Thoſe 
who are to be bought in that manner, 
are either ſuch as are taken in war, or 
ſtolen by the Tartars, from Ruſſia, 
Circaſſia or Georgia, and are ſuch miſer- 
able aukward por wretches, you would 
not think any of them worthy to be your 
houſe maids. Tis true, that many 

Vor. II. K thoufands 
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thouſands were taken in the Morea ; but 
they have been, moſt of them, redeem- 
ed by the charitable contributions of the 
Chriſtians, or ranſomed by their own re- 
lations at Venice. The fine ſlaves, that 
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the truth of this account, which, I own, 
is very different from our common no- 
tions in England; but it is no lefs truth 
for all that ——Your whole letter is full 
of miſtakes from one end to the other. 
I ſee you have taken your ideas of Tur- 
key from that worthy author Dumont, 
who has writ with equal ignorance and 
confidence. Tis a particular pleafure 
to me here, to read the voyages to the 
Levant, which are generally fo far re- 
moved from truth, and fo full of abſur- ; 


account of the women, whom, tis cer- 

tain, they never ſaw, and talking very 
wiſely of the genius of the men, into 
whoſe company they are never admitted 
they dared not even peep into. The 
Turks are very proud, and will not con- 
K 2 verſe 
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verſe with a ſtranger, they are not af- 
ſured is conſiderable in his own country. 
I ſpeak of the men of diftinftion ; for, 
as to the ordinary fellows, you may 
imagine what ideas their converſation 
can give of the general genius of the 
people. 


tainly ſend you fome ; but it is not fo 
eafily got as you ſuppoſe it, and I can- 
not in conſcience adviſe you to make uſe 
of it. I know not how it comes to 
ladies of my acquaintance at London 
and Vienna, have begged me to ſend 
pots of it to them. I have had a pre- 
ſent of a ſmall quantity (which Pll af- 
fure you is very valuabl:) of the beſt ſorr, 
and with great joy applied it to my face, 
expecting ſome wonderful eſſect to my 

advantage. 
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change, indeed, was wonderful ; my 
face was ſwelled to a very extraordinary 
fize, and all over as red as my Lady 
H-—'s. It remained in this lament- 
able ſtate three days, during which you 


may be ſure I paſſed my time very il. 


believed it would never be otherwiſe ; 
and to add to my mortification, Mr. 
without ceaſing. However, my face is 
* fince in fatw quo ; nay, I am told by the 
ladies here, that tis much mended by 
the operation, which I confeſs I cannot 
perceive in my looking-glaſs. Indeed, 
if one was to form an opinion of this 
very well of it. They all make uſe of 
it, and have the loveſieſt bloom in the 
world. For my part, I never intend to 
endure the pain of it again; let my com- 

K 3 plexion 
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plexion take its natural courſe, and decay | 


in its own due time. I have very little 
eſteem for medicines of this nature ; but 
do as you pleaſe, Madam ; only remem- 
ber, before you uſe it, that your face 
will not be fuch as you will care to ſhew 
in the drawing room for ſome days after. 
If one was to believe the women in this 
country, there is 2 furer way of making 


ledge of ſecrets, that, by way of en- 
over whom they pleaſe. For me, who 
am not very apt to believe in wonders, 
I cannot find faith for this. I diſputed 
the point laſt night with a lady, who 
really talks very fenfibly on any other 
ſubject; but ſhe was downright angry 
with me, in that ſhe did not perceive ſhe 

2 had 
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me with ſuch a uſeful piece of learn- 
ing. I am, d:ar Madam, 


Your, &c. &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXVII. 
To Mrs. T ————. 


Pera of Conſtantinople, Jan. 4, O. S. 
A M infinitely obliged to you, dear 
Mrs. T, for your entertaining 


1 


letter. You are the only one of my | 


that have judged right 
to think I would gladly be 
informed of the news amongſt you. All 
' the reſt of them tell me (almoſt in the 
ame words) that they ſuppoſe I know 
every thing. Why they are pleaſed to 
ſuppoſe in this manner, 1 can gueſs no 


the breed of Mabomet's pigeon ill fub- 
fifts in this country, and that I receive 
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accounts from hence. But I know not 
what part of the ſcenes here would gratify 
your curiofity, or whether you have any 
curioſity at all, for things fo far diſtant. 
To fay the truth, I am at this preſent 
writing, not very much turned for the 
recollection of what is diverting, my head 
| being wholly filled with the preparations 
neceflary for the increaſe of my family, 
which I expect every day. You may 
eafily gueſs at my uneaſy ſituation. But 
IT am, however, comforted in ſome de- 
gree, by the glory that accrues to me 
from it, and a reflection on the con- 
tempt I ſhould otherwiſe fall under. 
You won't know what to make of this 
ſpeech ; but, in this country, *tis more 
deſpicable to be married and not fruitful, 
than tis with us to be fruitful before 
marriage. They have a notion, that 
whenever a women leaves off bringing 

forth 
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forth children, tis becauſe the is too old 
fur that buſineſs, whatever her face fays 
to the cuntrary. This opinion makes the 
ladies here ſo ready to make proofs of their | 
youth, (which is as neceflary in order to l 
be a received beauty, as it is to ſhew the 

proofs of nobility, to be admitted Knights 

of Malta) that they do not content 

themielves with uſing the natural means, 
bur fly to all forts of quackeries to avoid | 
the ſcandal of being paſt child-bearing, 
and often kill themſelves by them. | 
Without any exaggeration, all the 
women of my acquaintance have twelve 
cr thirteen children; and the old ones | 
boaſt of having had five and twenty or | 
thirty a piece, and are reſpected accord- 
ing to the number they have produced. 
| common expreſſion to fay, They hope | 
 Ged will be fo merciful as to ſend them two 
_—_ this 
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this time; and when I have aſked them 


ſometimes, how they expected to pro- 
vide for ſuch a flock as they defire ? 
They anſwer, that the plague wiil cer- 
tainly kill half of them; which, indced, 
to the parents, who are fatisfied with 
the vanity of having brought forth fo 
plentifully. The French Ambaſſadreſs 
is forced to comply with this faſhion as 
well as myſclf. She has not been hers 
much above a year, and has lain in once, 
and is big again. What is moſt wunder- 
ful, is, the exemption they ſeem to en- 
joy from the curſe entailed on the fex. 
They ſee all company the day of their 
delivery, and at the fortnight's end re- 
turn viſits, ſet out in their jewels and 
new cloaths. I wiſh I may find the in- 
fluence of the climate in this particular. 


But I fear I ſhall contiaue an Engliſh 


11421 
woman in that affair, as well as I do in my 
dread of fire and plague, which are two 
things very little feared here. Moſt fa- | 
one or twice, occaſioned by their extra- 
ordinary way of warming themſelves, 
which is neither by chimnies nor ſtoves, 
but by a certain machine called a Ten- 


dur, the height of two foot, in the | 


form of a table, covered with a fine car- 
pet or embroidery. This is made only 
of wood, and they put into it a ſmall | 
quantity of hot aſhes, and fit with their 
they work, read, and, very often, ſleep; 
and if they chance to dream, kick down 


the Tendowr, and the hot aſhes common- 
ly fet the houſe on fire. There were 
five hundred houſes burnt in this manner 
about a fortnight ago, and I have ſeen 
ſeveral of the owners fince, who ſeem 
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not at all moved at fo common a misfor- 
tune. They put their goods into a Bark 
loſophy, their perſons being very ſeldom 
endangered, having no ftairs to deſcend. 


leer like, — 4 


ing the warm ſhine of the Sun, while 
you are freezing over a fad ſea · cal fire ; 


| and my chamber is ſet out with carna- 
my garden. 1 aw ad dS 
many points of the Turkiſh law, to our 
ſhame be it ſpoken, better defigned, and 
better executed than ours ; particularly, 
the puniſhment of convicted liars (trium- 
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phayt criminals in our ccuntry God 
knows :} They are burnt in the forchead 
with a hot iron, when they are proved 
the authors of any notorious falſchoods. | 
How many white forcheads ſhould we 
ſee disfigured? How many fine gentle- | 
men would be forced to wear their wigs 
as low as their eye-brows, were this la 
in practice with us ? I ſhould go on to | 
tell you many other parts of juſtice, but 
I muſt ſend for my midwife. 


LE T- 
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LETTER An 
To the Counteſ f. 


Pera of Conflantinople, March 10, O. S. 
'FHAVE not written to you, dear 
lifter, theſe many months—a great 
piece of felf-denial. But I know not 
where to direct, or what part of the 
world you are in. I have received no 
letter from you fince that ſhort note of 
April laft, in which you tell me, that 
you are on the point of leaving Eng- 
land, and promiſe me a direction far the 
place you ſtay in; but I have, in vain, 
expected it till now, and now I only 
learn from the Gazette, that you are re- 
letter to your houſe at London. I had 
rather ten of my letters ſhould be loſt, 
. than 
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than you imagine I don't write; and I 
think it is hard fortune, if one in ten 
don't reach you. However, I am re- 
ſolved to keep the copies, as teſtimonies 
of my inclination to give you, to the 
utmoſt of my power, all the diverting 
part of my travels, while you are ex- 
. . | 


of your niece ; for | was brought to bed 
ol a daughter ® five weeks ago. don't 
mention this as one of my diverting ad- 
| ventures ; though I muſt own, that it is 
not half ſo mortifying here as in Eng- 
land; there being as much difference, 
as there is between a little cold in the 
* The preſent Counteſs of Bute. 
and 
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and the conſumption coughs ſo common 
in London. No body keeps their houſe 
a month for lying-inz and I am not fo 
fond of any of our cuſtoms, as to retain 
them when they are not neceffary. I re- 
turned my viſits at three weeks end, 
and about four days ago croſſed the fea, 
nople, to make a new one, where I had 
the good fortune to pick up many curio- 
fities. I went to ſee the Sultana Haften, 
favourite of the late Emperor Muſtapha, 
who, you know, (or perhaps you don't 
know) was depoſed by his brother, the 
reigning Sultan, and died a few weeks 
after, being poiſoned, as it was gene- 
diately after his death, faluted with an 
abſolute order to leave the Seraglio, and 
| Chooſe herſelf a huſband among the great 
men at the Porte. I ſuppoſe you may 

L 2 imagine 
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imagine her overjoyed, at this propoſal 
——— Quite the contrary. —— Theſe wo- 
men, who are called and eſteem them- 


this liberty, 
ſelves Queens, look upon 


that 
as the greateſt diſgrace and affront 
can happen to them. . 
ar the Sukan's feet, and begged | aq 
poignard her, rather than uſe his 4 
On r oo - 
repreſented to him, in agonies 4 
row e 
„ by having brought - 
princes into the Ottoman family ; but a 
ys being dead, and only one girl 
choice. | She choſe Bekir Efendi, then 
ſecretary of ſtate, and above four-ſcore 
old, to _ _ 
he fem ined 0 keep he ow th 
1 
3 _ huſband 


| 


| 


* 
7 


1 
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| huſband to approach her bed; and fince 
ſhe muſt honour ſome ſubject fo far, as 
to be called his wife, ſhe would chuſe 
bim, as a mark of her gratitude, fince 
it was he that had preſented her at the 
age of ten years to her laſt lord. But 
ſhe never permitted him to pay her one 
viſit ; though it is now fifteen years ſhe 
has been in his houſe, where the paſſes 


] was led into a large room, with a 
Sofa the whole Jength of it, adorned 
B3 with 
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with white marble pillars like a Rzelle, 
a filver ground, with cuſhions of the 
fame, where I was defired to repoſe 
trived this manner of reception to avoid 
riſing up at my entrance, though ſhe 
made me an inclination of her head, when 
I roſe up to her. I was very glad to ob- 
| ferve a lady that had been diſtinguiſhed 
by the favour of an Emperor, to whom 
beauties were, every day, preſented from 
ſeem to me, to have ever been half fo 
beautiful, as the fair Fatima l faw at 
Adrianople; though ſhe had the re- 
mains of a fine face, more decayed by 
ſorrow than time. But her dreſs was 
ſomething fo furprizingly rich, that I 
cannot forbear deſcribing it to you. She 


wore a veſt called Duahna, which dif- | 
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fers from a Caftan by longer ſleeves, 
ard folding over at the bottom. It was 
of purple cloth, firait to her ſhape, and 
thick ſet, on each fide down to her feet 
and round the ſleeves, with pearls of the 
beſt water, of the ſame ſize as their but- 
tons commonly are. You muſt not ſup- 
poſe that I mean as large as thoſe of my 
Lord , but about the bigneſs of 
a pea; and to theſe buttons, large loops 
of diamonds, in the form of thoſe gold 
loops, ſo common on birth-day coats. 
This habit was tied, at the waiſt, with 
two large taſſels of ſmaller pearls, and 
diamonds. Her ſhift was falined, at 
the bottom, with a great diamond, 
ſhaped like a lozenge ; her girdle, as 


© ns a big hazel-nut. Round ber 
| Talhoche ſhe had four firings of pearl— 
every one as large as the Ducheſs of 
. and of the fame 
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of a large ruby for the middle ſtane, 
and round them twenty drops of clean 
diamonds to each. Beſides this, her 


bead · dreſs was covered with bodkins of 
emeralds and diamonds. She wore large 
on her fingers (except Mr. Pitt's) the 
largeſt I ever ſaw in my life. Ti for 
jewellers to compute the value of theſe 
things; but, according to the common 
eftimarion of jewels in our part of the 
world, her whole dreſs muſt be worth a . 
I am fure of, that no European Queen 
very mean near hers. She gave mea 
dinner of fifty diſhes of meat, which (af- 
ter their faſhion) were placed on the 
table but one at a time, and was ex- 
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tremely tedious. But the magnificence 
of her table anſwered very well to that 
of her dre. The knives were of gold, 
and the hafts ſet with diamonds. But 


the picce of luxury which grieved my 
which we: e all tiffany embroidered with 
filk and gold, in the fineſt manner, in 
natural flowers. It was with the utmoſt 
regret that I made uſe of theſe coſtly nap- 


— the fineſt handkerchiefs that ever came 
out of this country. You may be fure, 
that they were entirely ſpoiled before 
dinner was over. The fberbet (which is 
the liquor they drink at meals) was 
ſerved in china bowls; but the covers 
and falvers maſſy gold. After dinner, 
towels of the fame kind with the nap- 

kins, 


kins, which were as finely wrought as 
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kins, which I very unwillingly wiped my 
hands upon, and coffee was ſerved in 
china with gold Soucoups *. 


The Sultana ſeemed in a very good 
humour, and talked to me with the ut- 
moſt civility. I did not omit this op- 
portunity of learning all that I poſſibly 
could of the Seraglia, which is fo entire- 
ly unknown amongſt us. She affured 
me that the ſtory of the Sultan's :brow- 
ing a bandkerchief, is altogether fabulous; 
and the manner, upon that occaſion, 
no other than this: He ſends the Kyſir 
Aga, to fignify to the lady the honour 
he intends her. She is immediately com- 
plimented upon it by the others, and led 
to the bath, where ſhe is perfumed and 
dreſſed in the moſt magnificent and be- 


* Saucers. 


coming 


a [ 156 } 


coming manner. The Emperor pre- 
cedes his viſit by a royal preſent, and 


| then comes into her apartment: neither 


is there any ſuch thing as her creeping in 
at the bed's foot. She faid, that the 
firſt he made choice of, was always after 
the firſt in rank, and not the mother of 
the eldeſt fon, as other writers would 
make us believe. Sometimes the Sultan 
diverts himſelf in the company of all his 
ladies, who ſtand in a circle round him. 
And ſhe confeſſed, they were ready to 
ance of preference. But this ſeemed to 
circles in moſt courts, where the glance 
of the monarch is watched, and every 
envied by thoſe who cannot @btain it. 


She 


. 


*, © -- mn re 
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dut tears in her eyes, yet the fremed 
very fond of the diſcourſe. ©* My paſt 


<+ happineſs, /aid be, appears a dream 
* to me. Yet I cannot forget that I 


« was beloved by the greateſt and moſt 


„ Jovely of mankind. 1 was choſen 


c from all the reſt, to make all his cam- 
* paigns with him; and I would not 
* ſurvive him, if I was not paſſionately 
e fond of the Princeſs my daughter. 
« Yet all my tenderneſs for her was 

te hardly enough to make me preſerve 
< my life. When I left him, I paſſed 
t a whole twelve-month without ſeeing 
« the light. Time has ſoſtened my 
« deſpair; yet I now paſs ſome days 
« every week in tears, devated ta the 
e memory of my Sultan.” There was 
no affeftation in theſe words. It was 
eaſy to ſee ſhe was in a deep melancholy, 
* though 
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though her good humour made her will- 
ing to divert me. 


She aſked me to walk in her garden, 
and one of her faves immediately 
brought her a Pellice of rich brocade 
lined with fables. I waited on her into 
the garden, which had nothing in it re- 
markable but the fountains ; and from 
thence ſhe ſhewed me all her apart- 
ments. In her bed- chamber, her toilet 
was diſplayed, conſiſting of two look- 
ing: glaſſes, the frames covered with 
pearls, and her night Taipeche ſet with 
bodkins of jewels, and near it three veſts 
of fine fables, every one of which is at leaſt 
worth a thouſand dollars (two hundred 
pounds Engliſh money). I don't doubt 
placed in fight, though they fremed 
negligently thrown on the Sofa. When 

I took 
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I took my leave of her, I was compli- 
mented with perfumes as at the Grand 
Vizier's, and preſented with a very fine 
were to the number of thirty, beſides 
ten little ones, the eldeſt not above ſeven 
ful girls I ever faw, all richly dreſſed; 
and I obſerved that the Sultana took a 
great deal of pleaſure in theſe lovely 
children, which is a vaſt expence; for 
there is not a handſome girl of that age, 
to be bought under a hundred pound 
 fterling. They wore little garlands of 
flowers, and their own hair, braided, 
which was all their head-drefs ; but their 
habits were all of gold ſtuffa. Theſe 
ſerved her coffee kneeling ; brought 
water when ſhe waſhed, &c. "Tis a 
great part of the buſineſs of the older 
flaves to take care of theſe young girls, 
to 
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to learn them to embroider, and to ſervt 
them as carefully as if they were chil- 
den of the family. Now do you ima- 
gine I have entertained you, all this 
while, with a relation that has, at leaft, 
hand ? This, you will fay, is but too like 
the Arabian Tales—Theſe embroidered 
napkins! and a jewel as large as 4 
turkey's egg ?——You forget, dear 
fiſter, thoſe very tales were written by 
an author of this country, and (except- 
ing the enchantments) are a real repre- 
travellers are in very hard circumſtances. 
If we fay nothing but what has been faid 
ſerved nothing. If we tell any thing 
new, we are laughed at as fabulous and 
difference of ranks, which afford diſſe- 


„„ 
rence of company, or more curioſity, 
or the change of cuſtoms that happen 
every twenty years in every country. 
But the truth is, people judge of tra- 
vellers, exactly with the fame candour, 
good nature, and impartiality, they 
judge of their neighbours upon all oc- 
caſions. For my part, if I live to re- 


friends and acquaintances, that I am re- 
folved to tell them nothing at all to 
avoid the imputation (which their charity 
would certainly incline them to) of my 
telling too much. But I depend upon 
your knowing me enough, to belicve 
whatever I ſeriouſly aſſert for truth; 


though I give you leave to be ſurprized 


at an account fo new to you. But what 
would you fay? if I told you, that I 
Vor. II. M have 
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have been in a Harem, where the winter 
work of mother of pearl, ivory of diffcrent 
colours, and olive wood, exactly like the 
little boxes, you have ſeen brought out 
of this country ; and in whoſe rooms de- 
ſigned for fummer, the walls are all 
cruſted with Japan china, the roofs gilt, 
and the floors ſpread with the fineſt Per- 
ſian carpets? Yet there is nothing 
more true; fuch is the palace of my 
lovely friend, the fair Fatima, whom [ 
was acquainted with at Adrianople. I 
went to viſit her yeſterday ; and if poſ- 
ſible, ſhe appeared to me handfomer 
than before. She met me at the door 
of her chamber, and, giving me her 
hand with the beſt grace in the world ; 
you chriſtian ladies (ſaid ſhe with a ſmile, 
that made her as beautiful as an angel) 
| 9 have 


[ 163 ] 
8 and 
did not expect, whatever goodneſs you 
expreſs'd for me at Adrianople, that I 
ſhould ever ſee you again. But I am now 
convinced that I have really the happi- 
neſs of pleaſing you ; and if you know 
how I ſpeak of you amongſt our ladies, 
you would be affured, that you do me 
juſtice in making me your friend. She 
placed me in the corner of the fofa, and 
I ſpent the afternoon in her converſation, 
with the greateſt pleaſure in the world. 


. —— The Sultana Hafen, is what one 


would naturally expett to find a Turkiſh 
lady, willing to ablige, but not know- 
ing how to go about it; and tis eaſy to 
ſee, in her manner, that ſhe has lived 


excluded from the world. But Fatime 


has all the politeneſs and good breeding 
of a court, with an air that inſpires at 
M 2 once 
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ence, reſpe and te derneſs; and now 
that hu der ſtand her language, I find 
E apreeabe as her beauty. She 
2 curious after the manners of other 
countries, and has not the partiality for 
her own, fo common to little minds. A 
Greek that I carried with me, who had 
never ſeen her before (nor could have 
been admitted now, if ſhe had not been 
in my train) ſhew'd that ſurprize at her 
beauty and manner, which is unavoid- 
able at the firſt fight, and ſaid to me in 
Italian, —— © This is xo Turk:fþ lady, 
« ſe is certainly ſome Chriſtian.” 
Fatima gueſſed ſhe ſpoke of her, and 
aſked what ſhe faid. I would not have 
told her, thinking ſhe would have been 
no better pleaſed with the compli- 
ment, than one of our court beauties 
to be told, ſhe had the air of a Turk. 

= 2 
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But the Greek lady told it to her, and 
ſhe ſmiled, faying, It is not the foft 


| lime I bave heard fo; my mother was @ 
Palon:2e, taken at the fiege of Caminiec; 
and my father uſed to rally me, ſaying, 
be believed bis Chriftian wife bad found 
ſome Chriſtian gallant ; for that I bad not 
the air of a Turkiſh girl. aſſur d 
her, that if all the Turkiſh ladies were 


' like her, it was abſolutely neceſſary to 


repoſe of mankind ; and proceeded to 
tell her, what a noiſe ſuch a face, as 
hers, would make in London or Paris. 


never have ſuffered you to leave it. 
at my vanity in repeating this compli- 
: . 


The Exp of the Second Votuuz. 


